World War I

Rivalries Review
Franco Prussian Rivalry:  

Territory: Germany and France = Luxembourg, Alsace-Lorraine

1879, Germany and Austria ally to counter France and Russia
1893 France and Russian alliance, come to each others aid if attacked by Germany

Germany developed the Schieffen plan in 1905
Anglo-German
Territory: United Kingdom and Germany = Africa, Somoa, and island of Heligoland

Positional rivalry: threat of navy to trading empire
Austrian-Italian

Territory: Austria-Hungary and Italy = Trentino, Triest, Dalmatia, and Albania

Russo-German

Territory: Germany and Russia = none

Potential power of Russia

Russia fears threat of Austria and Germany to Serbia

Austrian-Serbian

Territory: Austria-Hungary and Serbia = Southern Slavic region, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Serbian designs on Austrian Empire, decline of empire
Chronicle

June 28, 1914, Assassination Archduke Franz Ferdinand by Serbian Nationalists in Sarajevo
July 4, Count Hoyos travels to Germany

July 5, Blank check from Germany
July 7, All Austrian ministers meet and support efforts against Serbia, except Hungarian Premier Tisza

July 19, Austrian ultimatum
“The note demanded that Serbia should agree to a number of Austrian conditions including the suppression of anti-Austrian propaganda in Serbia, the dissolution of officers and officials who were guilty of propaganda against Austria, the arrest of named officers suspected of aiding and abetting the conspirators who murdered the Archduke and the tightening up of controls on the Serbian-Austria-Hungarian border.” Joll, 12

(Turning point, could not be met and Austrians knew it)

July 20, Poincare visits Russia, reaffirms support

July 23, note delivered, 48 hour deadline

July 25, Serbia rejects a few of the terms, actions likely to bring down Serbian government
Russia supports Serbia

Serbia orders mobilization, Russia takes preliminary steps

July 26, Russian partial mobilization

Grey proposes mediation, Austria rejects

July 27, Britain asks for major power conference, Austria rejects

July 28, Austria declares war against Serbia

July 30, Russians move to general mobilization, Germans view as a step to war

Germany offers to restore Belgium after it attacks, Grey asks both Paris and Berlin to respect Belgium neutrality

Paris agrees

July 31, English weary, Irish issue paramount

Germany demands Russia stop mobilization

Austria orders general mobilization
August 1, Germany declares war on Russia 

French mobilization, will not remain neutral in Russo-German war
German mobilization
Aug 2, German occupies Luxembourg

Italy Declares neutrality

British limited assurances to French

Aug 3, Germany invades Belgium and declares war on France (England guarantees Belgium’s neutrality)

Aug 4, Britain declares war on Germany
Aug 5-6, Britain decides to send troops to France

Austrian troops delayed in Serbia, moved to Russia

Aug 6, Austria declares war on Russia
Actors

Offensive action, quick war

“To the man, each of the leaders accepted war as a legitimate part of state policy and a necessary evil.” Williamson pg 6

Serbia

Statehood in 1878

1903, shift away from pro-Habsburg policy

1908 Bosnian annexation crisis

Success in Bosnian Wars
Goal of unification of 7.3 Million Slavs in region

Prime Minister Nikola Pasic

Promoted unification of all Serbs
July 18-19 note:

“Serbia wants friendly governments to know that Serbia desires friendly relations with Austria-Hungary and has prevented attempts from our territory that would disturb the peace and security of the neighboring empire.”

Policy: appear flexible, concede nothing, and hope the great powers might deter crisis

Ultimatum pushed him towards war, started mobilization
Encourages Russian mobilization to deter Austria 
Accepted majority of Austrian demands, but could not accept internal Austrian influence

Chief of Serbian Military Intelligence Colonel Dragutin Dimitrijevic:
Hardliner

Part of conspiracy to bring down the monarchy that supported Austria

Narodna Orbrana (National Defense) had 5,000 volunteers ready for war against Austria
Black Hand: proto-fascist
Supports assassination attempts

Austria-Hungary

Archduke Franz Ferdinand: 

Kept Conrad in check

FM Count Leopold Berchtold

Committed to militant diplomacy

Ultimatum in 1913, Serbia backs down, reaffirms militarized diplomacy
Got Hollweg’s Blank Check

“We must formulate unconditional demands against Serbia and give an ultimatum if Serbia does not fulfill them.  If Serbia accepts them, we will have a striking diplomatic success, and our prestige will rise in the Balkans.  If our demands are not met, then it would be time for military action.”

“Thus the most far-reaching demands must be made of Serbia in order to assure a rejection, which would then open the way to the radical solution of a military attack.”

 “A blunder, unequal to his task, an elite dandy, a diplomat outmaneuvered by an aggressive general.” Williamson 71

Chief of General Staff Franz Conrad von Hotzendorf

Believed in monarchy’s life and death struggle, encouraged war repeatedly
War plans against Italy, Russia, and Serbia

Wanted to attack Russia in 1908 while it was still recovered from 1905 war

Removed in 1911 for encouraging war in Italy

Dec 1912:
“The only means to the problem: a military defeat of Serbia without shying from the possible consequences of such a step, with the consideration that further passivity will lead to the ruin of the monarchy.”

Urged mobilization without negotiations
Istvan Tisza (Hungarian Prime Minster): 
Germany

Militarized diplomacy of Bismarck influence ally

“Not by speeches and majority votes are the great questions of the day decided…but by blood and iron.”
Virtual ultimatum for Russia to back down during Bosnian crisis
Social Darwinism

Wilhelm II: Kaiser

“And as my grandfather did for the Army, so I will, for my Navy, carry out unerringly and in similar manner the work of reorganization so that it may also stand on an equal footing with my armed forces on land and so that through it the German Empire may also be in position abroad to attain that place which it has not yet reached.”

Weltpolitik: 

Gave blank check to Austria

Believed that Serbia response was sufficient

Nicky-Willy telegrams

Chancellor Theobald von Bethmann Hollweg

Assassinations threatened the integrity of Austria and that Vienna had the right, even the duty, to resolve the persistent Serbian challenge to the territories it controlled

Rejects Britain’s mediation efforts on July 26
Pushed Vienna to declare war early, feared Willy-Nicky telegrams
Pushes for peace on July 29, when Britain declares support for France
Chief of the Prussian German Staff General Helmuth von Moltke

Schlieffen plan, locked into plan of attack that would bring in England, France, and Russia into any conflict
Assumed that Belgium violation would include England into war

Bellicose, believed in superiority of German armies

Added 140,000 troops after 1912

Viewed Russian mobilization as sufficient cause of war
Inflexible mobilization plans
Italy
Alliance renewed in 1912

Terms:
If one party is attacked or is engaged in war with two other Great Powers

No territorial modification
Germany agreed with Austria recommendation that Italy not be informed of motives of ultimatum, left out, critical

FM Antonino di Gan Giuliano
“All of our policies should be geared to impeding also in this case an increase of the Austrian territorial expansion which does not bring to us corresponding adequate territorial compensation.”
“Austria had no right, according to the sprit of the treaty of the Triple Alliance, to undertake an action such as she has made to Belgrade without previous agreement with her allies.”

“Without adequate territorial compensation, it would cause an irreparable split in the Triple Alliance and would also provoke Italian public opinion to such excitement as to force the government to go to war with Austria.”
Chief of the General Staff Luigi Cadorna

