World War II

Invasion of France and Russia

Germany reaches Warsaw on Sept 8

Sept 17, Soviet Union joins war on Poland
Oct 6, Hitler makes vague peace offer of a small Polish state

Oct 18, Hitler signs Operation Yellow which would attack France through Luxembourg, Belgium and the Netherlands

April 8, 1940, Invasion of Denmark and Norway

May 10, Hitler attacks France and allies
June 14, Enter Paris
June 17, New government of Petain signs armistice, Vichy Government
Poland annexed, SS state, Jews and leaders all either transported out or executed
Expected England to ask for terms
Nov 12-13, Molotov talks with Hitler

Asked questions about German intentions in Finland, Rumania, and Bulgaria which were supposed to be in the Russian sphere of interest

Wanted German troops withdrawn from Finland, a base in Bulgaria and Turkey, at the straits into the Med, and Japan must renounce all claims to oil and coal in Sakhalm

Germans never answered note

Attack on Russian can be seen as fulfillment of Hitler’s dreams since Mein Kampf

All actions appear to be a way to focus on total war in the east and Russia

August 1940, planning began

Dec 5, Hitler signs Operation Barbarossa plans

Attack is both a clash of interests in Eastern Europe and ideological goals of German Reich

“Soviet Union was from the beginning an ideologically motivated war of total subjucation and extermination.”
