World War II: The Pacific War (Pearl Harbor)

Issue:  

U.S.-Japan Rivalry:

Rivalry triggered by American expansion into Hawaii and Philippines 

Rivalry over control of territory (strategic and economic) as well as positional in Asia

Who would dominate region?

In the end, all issues are collapsed and linked into a single grand issue – us versus them.  Also became racial

Pre-Crisis Period:

U.S. does not acknowledge the creation of a dependent regime in Manchukuo (1932)

League of Nations censures Japan over China (1933)

Japan gives up on Washington Naval treaty of 1922 (1934)

Japan invades China (1937)

“Rape of Nanking”

1938-1939 Various aircraft embargos by the US
Failure of an Alliance

FM Matsuoka: Japan had a choice, either join Germany or join Britain and America and give up dreams of a new Asian order

Tripartite Pact: Germany, Italy, and Japan (Sept 27, 1940)

“End once and for all Anglo-American domination of the world.” Iriye 106

“Matsuoka explicitly stated at a meeting of Japan’s leaders in the presence of the emperor on 19 September, that the Axis pact was a military alliance aimed at the United States.”

Wanted to avoid war and encirclement with Britain and U.S., use Germany to balance, also hopped Soviet Union would join pact

Germany wanted Japan to “restrain” US and prevent them from entering European war

Results in encirclement and strengthening of ABCD powers
Military draft in US (Selective Service Law) in Sept 1940

U.S. freezes funds, imposes de facto trade embargo

Military Buildups:
Japan expenditures from 500 million yen to 2750 million from 1936-1937

Army from 450,000 to 950,000 men
US and Britain kept pace with Japan

Russia:
Choice was to either help Germany attack Russia or to move southward

Could not fight both Russians and Americans

German attack of Russia was not made known to Japan

Hoped Russia could be added to their anti-Democracy alliance

Strategy of opportunism, wait and see how war went for Germany (didn’t go well)

Indo-China:
Great East Asian Co-prosperity Sphere (Jan 31, 1940)

Japanese domination over Indo-China-Thai region

Take advantage of German invasion of Russia to take Indo-China 
France gave up colony, invasion by Japan

Aim to split American aid to China

US froze all Japanese assets in US (in effect an embargo)
Japanese military did not see issue as casus belli for war against America, planned to stop there for now
Actors:
U.S.: 

Collective Security 

Atlantic Charter: 
1. Seek no aggrandizement, territorial or other

2. No territorial changes that do not accord with the freely expressed wishes of the people concerned

3. Respect the right of all peoples to choose the form of government under which they will live
4. Access on equal terms to trade and raw materials for all, economic prosperity was a common goal to all

5. System of general security and disarmament of Axis powers

Japan: 

Great East Asian Co-prosperity Sphere 

“Japan’s only hope, if it were to persist in its Asian scheme, lay in establishing an impregnable empire so as to withstand the pressures of the United States and its allies.”
Leaders:

United States

Sec of State Hull: 
Four Principles to Nomura:

1. Territorial integrity

2. Non-interference in internal affairs

3. Equal commercial opportunity
4. Peaceful alteration of status quo

Roosevelt: 
Marshall: 
Others:
Sec of War Stimson

Sec of Navy Knox

Sec of Tres Morgenthau

Sec of Interior Ickes

 “believed that a policy of firmness in Asia, backed up by evidence of material support for China, should deter Japan’s further aggression so that war with it would not occur.” Iriye 122
Acheson (see below)
Japan:
Ambassador Nomura: 
FM Arita and Minister of War Yonai: 

FM Matsuoka: 

“The United States must stop trying to act as the world’s policeman and refrain from intervening in other countries spheres of living.”

Prince Konoe (Konoye): 
Minster of War Tojo:
Represents army 
“Had come to the conclusion that diplomacy was hopeless and that war should be faced as an immediate prospect.” 
Plan A: remove troops from southern China (2 years), remain in North, withdraw from Indo-China

Plan B (irreducible minimum): no agreement on China, avoid further breakdown of American-Japanese relations, no movements beyond Indo-China, US provide oil, if agreement was reached on these terms, Japan would withdraw from Indo-China and rest of Peninsula later
FM Togo: 
Chronicle:

1941:

March 29: Britain and American meet and formalize plans for joint defense in Asia

April 13: Five year neutrality treaty with Soviet Union

April (Late): British, American, and Dutch meet and confirm military cooperation in event of war (entente)
July 2, Outlines of Fundamental National Policy: pursue East Asian Co-Sphere regardless of world situation

Settle China and move southward

July 18, cabinet reshuffling (meant to signal to US that Konoe wanted to negotiate, Matsuoka out, represents the Axis powers)
July 21, US warns that Indo-China invasion would be incompatible with negotiations

July 23, Vichy accepts Japan’s demands

US volunteer airmen to China and Federalization of Philippine army
July 25, US froze Japanese assets 
“But the processing of applications for licenses and release of funds too time, and the matter was overseen by Dean Acheson, assistant sec of state, who refused to release funds, intent upon punishing Japan for its southern expansionism.”

July 28, Invasion of Indo-China

August 7, Konoe offers summit

Hull said there would need to be a drastic change in Japanese policy first

August 9-14, Roosevelt and Churchill Atlantic Conference

Parallel warning to Japan about counter measures against them “various steps in retaliation”

“A staff officer of the General Staff commented that eh Atlantic Charter was tantamount to America’s declaration of war, and that the eight articles signaled the Anglo-American powers intention of world conquest through the maintenance of the status quo as defined by liberalism.”

August 22, Yamamoto proposes plan to attack Pearl Harbor (also Malaysia, Philippines, and Indies)
September 6, Imperial Conference decides on war unless differences are resolved 
Minimal Japanese terms: end aid to china, refrain from establishing military facilities in pacific, provide Japan with resources

Offer no more expansion in Asia and withdrawal from Indo-China, also neutrality of Philippines and not attack Soviet Union

Oct 2, Hull rejects conference, restates 4 points, and stands firm on China

Oct 5, Army rejects further negotiations and wants to decide on war on Oct 15

Oct 6, Navy angry, does not want war (thought would lose and bear brunt of effects) over China

Oct 7, Tojo and Navy meet, Navy backs down

Oct 12, Tojo unwilling to back down over China, Konoe offers to resign

Oct 16, Konoe cabinet resigns (Army wins on China) 

Oct 17, New cabinet formed under Tojo

Nov 5, Tojo tells conference they cannot accept Hull’s four points

Decide on war, best of least options.  Could not stand by and let US relative position to increase

Mid Nov, modus vivendi proposal floated, three month experiment.  Withdraw of troops from Indo-China in exchange for return of Oil shipments.  British and Chinese nixed proposal
Nov 26: Hull proposes ten-point restatement of the basic American standpoint and rejects Japan’s proposals.
Japan views at ultimatum and statement on how far off the two sides where
Attack fleet ordered to move into position 

Dec 1, Imperial Conference decides on war (emperor agrees finally)
Roosevelt tells British he would go to war if Japan attacks their colonies

Dec 7, attack on Pearl Harbor

No one really anticipated “sneak attack” on Pearl Harbor

Dec 11, Italy and Germany declare war on US
Misperception?:
In Washington too, there was realization that the United States and Japan were facing a fatal choice.  Top officials in Washington were able to discern trends in Japanese policy through talks with Ambassador Nomura and through “Magic” intercepts, and there was no misunderstanding of Japan’s position, or of the Japanese leaders’ sense of desperation.” Iriye 178
Lessons:

