World War II: The Pacific War (Background)
Issue:  
U.S.-Japan Rivalry:

Rivalry Issues

Primarily about control of territory and resources in Asia

Rivalry triggered by American expansion 
Grand Issue 

Early Problems

American annexation of Hawaii

Philippines 
US Navy begins to press for bases off the coast of China
Open Door policy 
Issue of the Philippines 
Russo-Japanese war, Roosevelt, “I am perfectly aware if they win out it may possibly mean a struggle between them and us in the future.”
Japan forced to back down from request for reparations
Rivalry emerges after Russian war

New economic expansion in Japan  
US sympathy for Chinese  
Conflict over open door policy
Imperial Defense Policy in 1907 

US was the yardstick as far as military expenditures

Racism in California 


US plans for War after immigration crisis
After WWI

Divert attention of rest of Europe away from Asia

Actions in Siberia to create buffer region, aggravated great powers 

End of the idea of quick wars
Shift from coal to oil burning ships 

US naval expansion 
“Since about 1914 it had become common for Japan’s leaders to consider supplies of raw materials for heavy industry as being in a separate category from the rest of import because of their strategic importance.  From that viewpoint, it was highly desirable that Japan should have not only the means of payment for imports of them, but also some guarantee of a reliable supply.  This carried certain political implications.  First, it was necessary as far as possible to ensure the security of the regions from which such materials were drawn, together with the routes running from them to Japan.” (Beasley, 1987, 211-12)

Principal Rivals
US shift towards Pacific as main concern
Japan shifts stance towards U.S.

Navy Minister Kato’s five factors
Steps to Rivalry:

Issues:  

“This faction sought to solve Japan’s pressing economic problems through the creation of a Japanese empire that would provide sufficient territory to meet Japan’s economic needs and perhaps even serve as an escape valve for its growing population.” (Vasquez and Gibler 13)

Alliances: 

Military Buildups:
Linkages: 
Grand Strategy: 
Domestic Actors: 

