World War II: Road to War 1939-1941
Issues: Poland and Russia

Sudetenland

Breakdown of complete order, status quo shattered
Oct 14, Hitler tells FM of Czecho-Slovakia that he will destroy his country if he doesn’t follow the German line
Complete abandonment by western powers
Germany invades rest of Czecho-Slovakia on March 15
Chamberlain believed that Munich agreement was his personal achievement, a way to avert world war
Poland

General goal of German expansionism, living space (Lebensraum)

Determined to go to war and conquer Poland

Poland is between Czech and Memel, next objective

East Prussia cut off from Germany, 800,000 Germans in Poland

Oct 9, Hitler makes a violently anti-British speech denouncing Churchill and Eden as warmongers
Widely believed that move against next state would signify German aim of European domination
Pressed demands that Poland join Germany’s sphere of influence

Poland would never agree to back down to Germans (new trend of anti-appeasement)

Actors:

Germany

Lebensraum and world conquest

Stress caused by rearmament
Need for 600,000 to 1 million workers for economy

Goal to breakup Anglo-French alliance (Operation White, no attack until Poland is alone)
October 1938, new armaments program, quadruple the Luftwaffe (attack on England)
England
Growth of German power must be stopped

April 1939, peacetime conscription
Rapid growth of military
Feb 1, 1939, cabinet agreed to go to war if Germany attacked Holland or Switzerland
Agreed to staff talks with French: home defense would include defense of France

General fear that Poland would backdown to German threats
France: 

Russia:

Suggested three power agreement with France and England: mutual assitatnce and military conventions
France moves to support, Britain takes time

Britain does not agree to let Soviets intervene in neighboring states

Leaders:
“By 1939 and 1940 the representatives of old-fashioned, bourgeois Europe had come to the conclusion that Hitler and his Nazis simple could not be trusted.  There was no point in negotiating with them: the only thing was to fight them and get rid of them.” Bell 97


Germany:

 “Hitler willed, wanted, craved war and the destruction wrought by war, though he did not get the war he wanted.”

France:
Daladier 
Blum:
England
Chamberlain in House of Commons Feb 6, “any threat to the vital interests of France 
from whatever quarter it came must evoke the immediate co-operation of Great Britain.”

March 17 “Mp greater mistake could be made than to suppose that, because it believes war to be senseless and cruel thing, this nation has so lost its fiber that it will not take part to the utmost of its power in resisting such a challenge if it ever were made.”
“No reliance could be placed on any of the assurances given by the Nazi leaders.”
Opposition party leader, Greenwood: 

Russia:
Stalin: 
Litvinov: 
Molotov: 

Chronicle:
March 1938, after Munich, shift in British stance that negotiation with Germany was no longer possible

March 15, invasion of Czech
March 23, annexation of Memel

Oct 24, German proposal to Poland
Danzig should be incorporated into Germany, German controlled road and rail link to East Prussia, Germany would guarantee the frontier of Poland, and Poland should join the Anti-Comintern Pact

Jan 26, 1939, Ribbentrop presses for decision

March 18, Chamberlain in Commons, can get nothing from dictators
March 20, limited proposal that Britain, France, Poland, and the Soviet Union should issue a joint declaration of support (Poland would not align with SU)

March 30, Britain offers Poland a guarantee of her independence (not territory)
France joins
April 3, German armed force instructed to prepare for Polish invasion by Sept 1

April 4-6, attempts at Anglo-Polish alliance

April 6, German negotiations with Poland broken off

Operation White, Poland to be isolated before attacked

April 7, Italy invades Albania (coordination between allies)

April 13, English give public guarantees to both Greece and Rumania
April 17, Soviets suggest that pact could be made with Germany

May 22, Pact of Steel (Ciano suggests no war until 1943)
July, Hitler prepares to offer Russia part of Poland

August 14, talks between France, Britain, and Soviet Union  
Soviets ask for allowance to invade Poland in event of German attack

August 21, Polish would not allow, talks breakdown

August 22, Hitler tells Generals that attack of Poland was for wholesale destruction of state

August 23, Ribbentrop arrives in Moscow
Non-aggression pact signed, allows Germans to attack Russia
August 25, Britain and Poland sign alliance (undeterred by Russian-German pact)

August 26, Hitler postpones attack, suggests alliance with England if they allowed him to attack Poland (25 extra divisions to Polish front)
Sept 1, attacks Poland
France orders mobilization
Sept 3, Both France and England declare war on Germany

