World War II: War Averted, 1932-1938
Munich Crisis of 1938: 
After WWI:
Germany lost 65,000sq kilometers of territory and 7 million people

Treaty said that union with Austria was forbidden

Treaty was “specifically designed to paralyze German strength and to break the customs and attitudes that the victors called Prussian militarism.”
“It is clear enough that the European order as it stood before 1914 had disintegrated, and that its replacement rested on unstable foundations.” Bell 33
League of Nations:

Bound all member states to submit disputes to the League before resorting to force

Germany admitted in 1925

Failed after Italy invades Abyssian in 1935-36
Disarmament Conference of 1932-34: failed
Oratory was empty

Germany left conference and League of Nations
Rhineland

Treaty of Locarno (1925) applied a demilitarized zone in the Rhineland, Germany accepted
British guarantee of the French frontier

Took advantage of Abyssinian crisis, reoccupied on March 7, 1936

Britain had already decided that the demilitarized zone was not a British vital interest

Italy assured Germany it would not act

Germany said that Franco-Soviet treaty of May 1935 nullified the Locarno treaty

Germany offered to reestablish demilitarized zones (would mean that France would have to dismantle part of Margiot Line)
For the French to stop, would have required mobilizing 1 million reserves and the government was not confident enough to do that yet
Disappearance of Austria

1919 a majority of Austrians wanted to unify but were forbidden to by the other powers 

July 25, 1934, Austrian Nazis shot the Chancellor
Policy of Anschluss (union) by peaceful means  

Italy said they would give Germany a free hand
Jan 7, 1938, Schuschnigg was subjected to several hours of verbal assault by Hitler, given a ten point ultimatum
March 9th, announced a plebiscite

March 11, government taken over by German nominees

March 13, annexation

Faint appeals by British and French
Sudetenland

Sudetan Germans were in economic distress, minority in state
3.2 million Germans in Czechoslovakia
Sudeten German party formed which was allied with the Nazis

Demanded autonomy for German areas

Once Austria absorbed, German area of Czechoslovakia was not neighboring to Germany

Hitler believed that France and Britain had abandoned Czechoslovakia
Actors:
Germany

Hitler’s writings summed up: anti-Semitism, race, living space, and the idea of life as a perpetual struggle, all of which overlapped and merged with one another.
Arms Race: 1938, fivefold increase in Luftwaffe which would include 47,500 aircraft

Fuel supply would require 85 percent of total world market share

Greater living space staring with Austria and Czechoslovakia (provide food for 4-5 million and include emigration of 3 million people)

By 1939, 730,000 men in arms, mobilization would bring 3.7 million

Italy:
Fascists also: We want to glorify war – the only cure for the world. 
Mussolini: “Fascism believes neither in the possibility nor the utility of perpetual peace.  It thus repudiates the doctrine of Pacifism – born of a renunciation of the struggle and an act of cowardice in the face of sacrifice.  War alone brings up to their highest tension all human energies and puts the stamp of nobility upon the peoples who have the courage to meet it.”

Great Britain
Dual strategy of encouraging negotiation and suggestion that Britain “would become involved.” 

France: 
“A profound longing for peace, sometimes emerging as pacifism in the strict sense of the total rejection of war or any use of force, exercised a pervasive influence in France during the 1920s and 1930s.” Bell 99
Alliances with Italy and Russia

Doubled armaments from 1936-1937

Alliances with Poland, Czechoslovakia (reaffirmed in 1935), Yugoslavia, and Rumania 

“There was only a crisis at all because French determination to support Czechoslovakia was known to have diminished to the point of vanishing.” Bell 263
Russia: 
Military purges until 1938
30-40,000 victims, entire leadership of army

Alliance with Czech, but only if France joined first
Leaders:

Germany

Hitler

“What kind of generals are these which I as head of state may have to propel into war?  By rights I should be the one seeking to ward off the generals eagerness for war.” 

Italy: 
Mussolini
Great Britain
Neville Chamberlain: “a quarrel in a far-away country between people of whom we know nothing.”
Churchill and Halifax 
France

Daladier
Blum (French socialist leader

Russia:
Commissar for Foreign Affairs Litvinov 

Chronicle:

March 28, 1938, Conference with Henlein (Nazi leader in Sudeten) and Hitler
“We must always demand so much that we can never be satisfied.”

Rejected direct intervention

April 21, Decided not to invade outright, but wait for an incident to spark crisis

April 24, Henlein speech which makes eight demands for Sudeten German autonomy (if executed would practically dissolve Czech)
April 28-29, British-French conference, urged the Czechs to give in to demands

May Crisis, widespread rumors of German mobilization (not true, not ready yet)

May 21, French suggested they would act if Germany invaded

May 30, Hitler withdrew, but said “It is my unalterable decision to smash Czechoslovakia by military action in the near future.  It is the business of the political leadership to bring about the suitable moment from a political and military point of view.”  Date for invasion was set at Oct 1 the latest

July, British government forces an independent mediator on the Czechs

July 20, Czechs told that France would not go to war over question.  They would support in public, but had no intention of military action

Sept 5, Czechs gave into all demands

Sudeten Germans stage an incident as pretext to break off negotiations

Sept 9, British and French consider an ultimatum but reject plan as going too far

Sept 12, Nuremberg rally, Hitler proclaims that Germans in Czech would not be left defenseless
Sept 15, Chamberlain meets Hitler, Chamberlain agrees to transfer of Sudetenland to Germany
Sept 19, France approves

Polish, Magyar, and Slovak demands

Sept 21, Czech government yields and collapses

Sept 22, Chamberlain goes to Germany with final plans, Hitler says this is not enough and wants immediate occupation
Agrees on Oct 1 occupation

Sept 23, Czech mobilization
Sept 25-26, France want last minute demands on Germany for acceptance of plans

Sept 26, French begin to mobilize
Sept 28, British mobilize the fleet

Sept 27-28, Conference proposals from British, French, and Italians
Sept 29, Conference in Munich, Sudeten German territories were ceded
Counterfactual Theory:
Could Germany have been stopped
Rhineland?

Austria?

Sudetenland?

“Hitler from the very onset fixed his sites on one unchanging goal: to round off the territory of the national state, and to expand Germany’s Lebensraum far beyond the “racial core” of the German people; a goal which involved moving externally against the Slavs and internally against the Jews.” Bracher, The German Dictatorship

Lessons:

