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Econ 592: Workshop in Economics

SYLLABUSPRIVATE 

This workshop introduces advanced students in economics to the research phase of their Ph.D. studies.  Optimally it should be taken after the student has passed the comprehensive theory exams but before the prelimi​nary exams in the areas of concentration.  Students planning to take their last comprehensive exam during the fall semester may enroll in this workshop concurrently.

1. All students are required to join the American Economics Association (at the reduced student rate) if they have not already done so.  Students are expected to attend Economics Department seminars and at least one day of professional meetings.  (The Illinois Economics Association is meeting at UIC on October 17-18, 2008.)

2. There is no textbook for this course, although the following is required reading early in the semester:

Molly Stock, A Practical Guide to Graduate Research (McGraw-Hill, l985) Chapters 1-3, 5

The following books are recommended: 

Howard S. Becker, Writing for Social Scientists: How to Start and Finish Your Thesis, Book or Article, Univer​sity of Chicago Press, 1986.

John A. Goldsmith, John Komlos, and Penny Schine Gold, The Chicago Guide to Your Academic Career, University of Chicago Press, 2001. 

Students should review the material on Doctoral programs in the UIC Graduate Catalog (available online).  Additional reading and related materials will be posted from time to time at www.uic.edu/~cchis/class/classes.htm.
3. There is one paper required, defining a dissertation-appropri​ate research topic and assessing the extent to which it builds on the research of other scholars (i.e., a "liter​ature search").  A first prelimi​nary paper (2-3 pages) will identify a problem area and issues of interest in that area.  A second prelimi​nary paper (5 pages) will focus on specific hypoth​eses related to the chosen issues and begin to consider the relationships between theory, data and tests.  The final written version of the paper is due at the last class.

4. The grade for the course will be based mainly on the paper presented to the workshop (as revised by the student, if appro​priate).  The remainder of the grade will be based on seminar attendance and class participation.  There will be no final exam.


OUTLINE OF COURSE:

ASSIGNMENTS:

  I. Introduction

 II. Choosing a Field and an Adviser

Paper #1 (due Sept. 17)

III. Writing a Dissertation



October 17-18:  Illinois Econ Association 
     IV. Narrowing Down a Topic, Finding Data
Paper #2 (due Oct. 20)
      V. Professional Topics



Prepare Seminar paper

    VI. Seminar Presentations



November: Presentations; Revise paper

