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Purposes of the course
The purpose of this course is to provide a forum for graduate students to develop research projects in any area and in any period of Russian and Eastern Europe history that interest them. Students will research, write, and present for critical discussion lengthy papers based on primary sources and drawing on appropriate secondary literature. 

Course requirements
A primary-source-based research paper roughly 25 pages long (including footnotes and bibliography): 80 percent of the grade; participation in discussion and presentation of papers to the class: 20 percent of the grade.

Nature of the research
Students are expected to draw on the major secondary works related to their topics, as well as an abundance of primary sources. Reading ability in the relevant language(s) is desirable but (at the M.A. level) not required. Feel free to use and cite works in any of the Eastern Europe languages, including Russian of course, as well as French, German, or Spanish.

See this syllabus and other course materials at http://tigger.uic.edu/~daly/homepage/
Optional drafts
I’ll be happy to read drafts of sections of your papers or completed papers anytime before week 15 and promise to provide helpful suggestions and criticism.

Online submission of written work
The final papers will be submitted via Safe Assignment on Blackboard.

Students with Special Requirements
Students with disabilities who require accommodations for access and participation in this course must be registered with the Office of Disability Services (ODS). Please contact ODS at 312-413-2103 (voice) or 312-413-0123 (TTY).

Class schedule
January 14: Introduction, organization, preliminary discussion of research plans. 

January 21: Library tour at Daley Library.

January 28: Discussion about primary sources. Sharing ideas about possible topics.

February 4. Bring to class and distribute to all members an annotated bibliography of 10 scholarly works and/or collections of primary sources of most value to your project

February 11. No class. Work on research projects. Individual meetings with instructor as needed. 

February 18. Bring two very short (no more than one-half page) primary sources (excerpts if necessary) related to your topic to present to the class: describe and analyze.

February 25: No class. Work on research projects. Individual meetings with instructor as needed. 

March 4. Research topic presentations and critical discussion.

March 11. No class. Work on research projects. Individual meetings with instructor as needed.  

March 18. Evaluating scholarly articles. Each student should identify a favorite article and present it to the class. Explain its main argument, describe and evaluate its source base, and critique its methodology/approach.

Spring break

April 1. Research topic presentations and critical discussion.

April 8. No class: 

April 15. Preliminary presentations of research findings, interpretations, and problems. Hand out to class members an annotated outline of your research project. 

April 22. Paper presentations (15-20 minute AHA/AAASS style presentations)–3 papers and discussion (with pre-distributed drafts).

April 29. Paper presentations (same format as April 22)

Final papers due Friday, May 1, 2008, via SafeAssignment.

Planning your research
Once you have selected your topic, you’ll need to do some background work and then dive into the primary sources. (A) Another name for background reading is research into secondary sources, that is, what historians have written on the subject. (B) The next step is to make sure there are sufficient primary sources to base your research paper on. Primary sources are the lifeblood, the heart and soul of history writing. 

What are primary sources?
These can be any text, image, sound-recording, oral testimony, or physical object from the past that can help you to understand your topic “from the inside” or “from the time.” For your project you’ll mostly rely on textual (written) sources (other sources may be appropriate but see me first to discuss them). Textual sources may be of a wide variety, including diaries, memoirs, autobiographies, and letters; newspapers, magazines, journals, and yearbooks; government records; commercial documents; and documentation from diverse private organizations. 

Almost always the materials will be from the period you are studying (the only major exception are memoirs written by eyewitnesses who wrote later). It's also true that documents from the past can sometimes be gathered into books later (primary source readers or collections of documents); those can count as primary sources too. All that matters is that they be “voices from the past.”

What is the difference between a “topic” and a “thesis”?
1. Topics are broad issues (e.g. social institutions in 19th century Russia, the Great Reforms, the revolutions of 1917, the Stalinist terror)

2. Nearly always you must narrow your topic (e.g. not the Great Reforms, but the abolition of serfdom; not the abolition of serfdom, but the government’s role in the abolition; not the government as a whole, but the tsar; not the tsar in general, but his refusal to heed gentry demands for a better deal).

3. Guiding questions help you navigate through your issue (e.g. why emancipate? who pushed for it? who benefitted from it? who lost by it? what other effects did it have? etc. etc.).

4. Then, after you have done some research, you start to formulate a thesis statement, which posits an answer to such a question (e.g. in regard to the abolition of serfdom, one could argue: The tsar decided it was best for the country. Or: The tsar was forced into it by a discontented intelligentsia. Or: Most educated elites agreed it was necessary for progress in Russia).

Basically any one of those thesis statements can be defended. Each conveys part of the truth. Anyway, a thesis is not supposed to be something everyone will agree on, but rather a position you are taking, which you think it defensible based on the evidence you have read. In other words, you can't formulate your thesis until you’re read a lot of evidence.

The first thing you should do, therefore, is to find a topic, narrow it (e.g. not the Russian intelligentsia of the 19th century, but the Nihilists of the 1860s or even narrower still--female Nihilist behavior and beliefs), and then find a good question to guide your research (e.g. Why did some educated women in Russia in the 1870s become terrorists? Or how did Lenin manage to convince most Russian peasants to follow his party in late 1917?)

Here are some links to fuller discussions of these matters:

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/thesis.html
http://academic.bowdoin.edu/WritingGuides/thesis.htm
http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/acadwrite/thesistatement.html
http://www.camlang.com/sp004.htm 

Preparing your preliminary bibliography
This should list, in separate categories, numerous secondary and primary sources. It is not necessary to have read these sources when you turn it in on February 4; you need simply to demonstrate that you can find sources on which to base your paper. The bibliography must follow the format listed below. As you continue your research, your bibliography will grow.


English-Language Russian Newspapers and Journals
Anyone focusing on the Soviet Union after World War II can draw upon the treasure trove of periodicals published in English by the Soviet government as part of its propaganda blitz to win the world to communism. There are a few such sources available from before 1945, though they have to be ordered from Urbana or through Interlibrary Loan. Unfortunately, there is no comparable set of sources from before the communist era.


English-Language Newspapers and Journals from the USSR 

Translation services (American private and government agencies selected articles from Soviet publications and translated them for the use of policy makers and scholars). 

Current Digest of the Soviet Press, 1949-1991. UIC has 1949-1991. Call # D839 C872, 2d floor south of Daley Library.
Foreign Broadcast Information Service. Title: Daily report. Soviet Union. From 1971-1991; UIC 1978-. Index. UIC: 3d fl Microforms. PrEx 7.10: FBIS-SOV.
Periodicals
Soviet life. Monthly. 1956- [from 1991: Russian Life]. UIC has 1960-2000. Call # DK1 .U672, 2d floor south of Daley Library.
New Times. 1945-1992. Weekly. OCLC: 4866398. UIC has 1966-1992. Call #  D839.N483, 2d floor south of Daley Library.
Soviet Union. 1950 -1992. Monthly. OCLC: 1642588. UIC has 1969-1992. Call #  DK266.A2 S574, 2d floor south of Daley Library.
Soviet Literature. 1931-1990. Monthly. OCLC: 5879455. 1946-1990: UIC – Warehouse, see staff,  PG3213 .S68.

Moscow News. 1944 -, Semiweekly. OCLC: 12542592.  ADVANCE \d 11956-  UIUC (order from Interlibrary Loan desk). Call Number: FILM 057.1 MOSN.

Order earlier issues from Interlibrary Loan desk in Main Library using OCLC number.


Important online search engines
There are many places to look for scholarly articles on your topics. One of the best is JSTOR. 

1). Click on UICCAT 
2). Chose Electronic Journals
3). Search alphabetically till you find JSTOR.

4). You will then be asked for your NetID and password.

5). You can search by keyword, author, or title.

Also important is Electronic Journals and Newspapers:

http://www.uic.edu/depts/lib/reference/resources/journals/

-Times of London

-New York Times

-Chicago Tribune

-The Economist

-Washington Post

-More...


Technical details for writing the research paper

The research paper must be typed (double-spaced). Proper spelling and grammatical usage are required. Make sure you use page numbers (with Arabic numerals).

Use past tense in almost all cases (exceptions: reporting on action/story/etc. within a film, novel, or song; mentioning assertions by authors of scholarly monographs who are still alive; recounting things that are still true).

Provide a bibliography at the end of your paper, which will include all the works cited.

For more stylistic and technical details, see Jules R. Benjamin, Student Guide to History: http//www.bedfordstmartins.com/history/benjamin/
Formatting of footnotes
Journal article: A. Leontyev, “The Fighting in Vietnam,” New Times (July 10, 1968), 15.

Book: Timothy W. Ryback,  Rock around the bloc: A History of Rock Music in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union (New York : Oxford University Press, 1990), 56-60.

Chapter in a book: Sue  Bridger, “The Heirs of Pasha: the Rise and Fall of the Soviet Woman Tractor Driver,” in Gender in Russian History and Culture, ed Linda Edmondson (New York: Palgrave, 2001), 194-95.

Excerpt from the Current Digest: “Chernobyl’s Concerns: Six Months Later,” Pravda Ukrainy (October 1, 1986), in Current Digest of the Soviet Press [hereafter: CDSP], vol. 38, no. 43, p. 16.

For all references after the first one, use a short form, e.g. Field, “Peasants and Propagandists,” 420; Ryback,  Rock, 56; Bridger, “Heirs of Pasha,” 200; “Chernobyl’s Concerns.”

Formatting of bibliographies
Journal article: Leontyev, A. “The Fighting in Vietnam.” New Times. July 10, 1968.

Book: Ryback, Timothy W. Rock around the Bloc: A History of Rock Music in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. New York : Oxford University Press, 1990.

Chapter in a book: Bridger, Sue. “The Heirs of Pasha: the Rise and Fall of the Soviet Woman Tractor Driver.” In Gender in Russian History and Culture. Edited by Linda Edmondson. New York: Palgrave, 2001. Pp. 194-211.

Excerpt from the Current Digest: “Chernobyl’s Concerns: Six Months Later.” Pravda Ukrainy (October 1, 1986). In Current Digest of the Soviet Press. Vol. 38. No. 43.

YOU MUST USE THESE FOOTNOTE AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL STYLES IN YOUR FINAL PAPERS.
