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LABOR ECONOMICS
and 

RESEARCH AND WRITING IN ECONOMICS

OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE:
This course has two main objectives.  The first is to teach you the basic theory of labor economics and its application in practice.  The concepts you will learn will be useful to you for the analysis of public policy issues and for understanding how the labor market operates.  The second goal is to strengthen your skills in thinking through economic problems and writing your analyses effectively.  

TEXT:
Modern Labor Economics by R. Ehrenberg and R. Smith, 10th edition, 2009.

TOPICS:
I.    Introduction and Overview of the Labor Market 

 
 Chapters 1, 2

II.   The Demand for Labor

  
 Chapters 3, 4, 5

III.  The Supply of Labor

 Chapter 6

IV.  Investments in Human Capital

     
 Chapter 9

V.   Worker Mobility

  
 Chapter 10

VI.  Gender, Race, and Ethnicity in the Labor Market

   
 Chapter 12

VII. Other Topics

CLASS ATTENDANCE AND GRADES:
The material in this course is such that understanding a given chapter is essential for being able to go on to the next.  Therefore it is important not to fall behind.   I strongly urge each one of you to come to class every time, as in my past experience I have noticed a very strong correlation between class attendance and performance in this course.  Attendance will be taken.

The grade for the Econ 331 component of the course will be based on the economic content of the written assignments (25%), two midterms (35%) and a comprehensive final exam (40%).  Your lowest midterm grade will be dropped.  If you are unable to attend a midterm, that test will be counted as corresponding to the grade that will be dropped; makeup tests will not be given.  In addition, we will have two or three short quizzes.  The quizzes, which will be announced the class before, will not be graded, except in the case of students who at the end of the semester happen to have borderline grades (e.g., between an A and a B).  For such students, the performance on the quizzes will be used to determine the final grade. These quizzes are intended to help you in the process of studying from class to class. The attendance record will also be taken into account for borderline cases.

The grade for the Econ 395 component of the course (Satisfactory/ Unsatisfactory) will be based on the quality of your writing in the homework assignments. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:
We will have four homework sets.  The assignments will involve applying theoretical concepts that we will study in class to the analysis of various problems and policy issues.  You will receive two grades for each assignment.  The economic content of your work will receive a numerical score, which will be part of your Econ 331 grade.  The quality of the writing, which will count towards your Econ 395 grade, will be evaluated separately, as Satisfactory, Borderline, or Unsatisfactory.

In your written assignments, the following is expected:

1)
An economic analysis of high quality.  Your answers/ essays should show that you understand the relevant economic concepts and that you are applying them correctly to the problem.  The analysis should be sound, careful, and thorough.

2)
Writing of high quality.  Good writing requires a clear and logical organization of ideas, and correct use of the English language (grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc.).

Please note the following:

 *  You are expected to use a word-processing program (e.g., Word, Word-Perfect) for the assignments.  Hand-written material will not be accepted. The work turned in should be polished: this means that you should first write a rough draft and then proceed to revise it until the quality of the writing is at the highest possible level.  Spelling mistakes and typographical errors are not acceptable.  You are strongly encouraged to use a program that checks your spelling and grammar.

*  To facilitate grading, please begin each problem on a new page.

*  Homework assignments should be turned in during class, on the day that they are due. Any assignment that is turned in later that day or the following day will have a penalty of 10 points lost.  Beyond that, homework will not be accepted.  Exceptions will only be made in cases of medical emergencies, for which written documentation from the physician will be required.  In such cases, the Econ 331 and Econ 395 grades will be computed on the basis of the other three assignments.  

*  In cases of homework turned in late, please ask the Economics Department secretary to stamp the date.

*  Assignments turned in via e-mail will not be accepted.

*  Working in groups on these assignments is not permitted.  If two or more assignments are turned in with the same or very similar wording, or it is otherwise obvious to the teaching assistant who will be grading them that there has been a joint effort or cheating, the outcome will be failing grades for all the students involved.  The formation of study groups for other purposes (e.g., reviewing for quizzes and tests) is encouraged.

*  The English Department’s Writing Center provides assistance with writing.  If you would like to use this valuable service, please go to the following website for information on the tutoring schedule:

http://www.uic.edu/depts/engl/writing/
*  An opportunity for extra-credit for Econ 331/ 395 will be available near the end of the term. This will be announced in class.   
  Please note:  All students enrolled in Econ 331 must also enroll in the corresponding Econ 395 section (please make sure that you have registered for the correct 395 section).  This includes CBA students; it also includes students who have taken Econ 395 already.

