Chapter 8. Political Parties
The Meaning of Parties
Tasks of the Parties:
· Parties Pick Candidates
· Parties Run Campaigns
· Parties Give Cues to Voters
· Parties Articulate Policies
· Parties Coordinate Policymaking
Parties, Voters, and Policy – The Downs Model
The Party in the Electorate  
The Party Organizations – From Grass Roots to Washington
Local Politics
The 50 State Party Systems 
The National Party Organizations
The Party in Government: Promises and Policy
Party Eras in American History 
· First Party System – Federalists vs. Democratic Republicans* – 1796-1816
· Second Party System – Democrats vs. Whigs – 1828-1860
· Third Party System – Democrats vs. Republicans – 1868-1896
· Fourth Party System – Democrats vs. Republicans* – 1897-1932
· Fifth Party System – Democrats* vs. Republicans – 1936-1967
· Sixth Party System – Divided Government – 1969-present
Third Parties: Their Impact on American Politics
Understanding Political Parties

Democracy and Responsible Party Government
Is the Party Over? 

