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Articles of Confederation

U.S. Constitution

Organizing Principle

Central Government

State Governments

A loose confederation of independent
states, with a weak central government.

No chief executive or national judiciary.
Legislature has no power to levy taxes, to
regulate commerce between states, or to
enforce national policy.

Sovereign states have veto power over
constitutional change, independent power
over militia and over commerce between
states
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A federation of states, with powers
divided between states and a central
government.

Powers are divided among executive,
judicial, and legislative branches, each
with certain powers over one another.
Central government can levy taxes,
regulate commerce and currency, enforce
national laws, and raise a military.

States are represented in the national
government in Congress and through
electoral votes in presidential elections;
approval of three-fourths of the states
needed to amend the Constitution.




