Political Science 216-9: 
American National Government
Spring 2011
Instructor: 




Course Information: 


Mitzi Ramos, ABD 



Tuesday/Thursday, 12:15 – 1:30
E-mail:
mramos8@uic.edu
 


LWH 3071
Phone:
(312) 996-3356



CRN: 21595
Office Hour: Virtual Office Hours / By Appointment
URL: http://tigger.uic.edu/~mramos8/



Course Requirements
Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy (Brief 10th Ed)

George C. Edwards III, Martin P. Wattenberg, & Robert L. Lineberry 

Course Description & Objectives
This course is designed to acquaint students with the principles, institutions, processes and policies of the American National Government. Specific topics covered will include: the U.S. Constitution; separation of powers; federalism; campaigns, elections, and other forms of political participation; public opinion and the mass media; the policy making process; federal bureaucracies; issues of civil liberties and civil rights; and various areas of public policy. 

By the end of this course, you will have gained an understanding of the institutions and processes of politics in American Government. To further enrich your appreciation of the world of politics, you will also be exposed to the various methods of accessing political information and strategies designed to increase your participation in the political system. 
Attendance, Participation & In-Class Activities (140 points)
· Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. If you are late to class, it is your responsibility to let me know you are present – failure to do so will result in an absence.

· If you are more than 10 min. late to class, you will be deducted ½ of your attendance/participation points for that day.

· Three to five unexcused absences will lower your final grade by a full letter grade; six or more absence will result in a failing grade for the course.

· Participation points will also be deducted if students do not participate in class assignments and activities – regardless of attendance record. 

· In order to obtain the attendance/participation points, you must attend all classes and be an active participant in class activities.
Exams: (300 points)
· Three Exams: non-comprehensive; 100 points each

· Format: 25 multiple choice (2 points each), 2 short essay questions (25 points each)

· You must attend the review sessions for exam information and study guides. Do not e-mail me asking me about the exam if you decide to skip class the day of review!
· I will not administer makeup exams except in cases of documented serious emergencies. "Serious emergency" include being hospitalized for illness or injury at the time the exam was being administered, but not for being home with the flu or a cold. "Documented" means written proof, such as a letter from a physician in the case of medical emergencies. 

· If you know before an exam that you cannot make it on the scheduled date (i.e. court date, military duty, or university sports event- for athletes only), see me and you may be allowed to take the exam early, but you will not be allowed to take the exam after the scheduled date for any reason that you knew about before the exam.  Documentation is still required. 
Media Journals (60 points)
· 3 Ring Binder or Folder, or Spiral Notebook

· Entries do not have to be typed – However, if I cannot read your handwriting & the presentation is sloppy – points will be deducted

· For your weekly entries, try to compare the way different media sources and/or reporters cover the same event during a day or week.

· Examine articles that deal with any aspect of American government. Feel free to include political cartoons if you wish. 

· 3 “spot checks” will be offered during semester on the day of exam reviews.

· 15 weeks, 30 entries; 2 entries per week

· Begin with Week 2 (Sunday, January 16 to Saturday, January 22)

End with Week 15 (Sunday, April 24 to Saturday, April 30)

 

 

	 

Journal Entry #1 

 

Week 2 – Sunday, January 16 to Saturday, January 22, 2011
Source Date – January 17, 2010
 

 

Internet, Newspaper, or Magazine Source Information: 

List title, date, and source. Articles/Editorials/Cartoons must be included!
 

* OR *

 

Radio or Television Source Format:

Source Information (date, time, program, and brief summary).

 

       Description of Coverage: 
Is the piece descriptive? Is it fair and balanced? Is it biased (pro/con or liberal/conservative)? How is it framed? Is the coverage positive or negative in its tone? THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY BUT A CRITIQUE OF THE COVERAGE – You may include information from the source to make your point.
 

Reaction:  Your reaction to event. 

 


 
Overall Point Distribution (500 points total)
300 points – Exams




60 points – Media Journals 




140 points – Attendance, Participation & In-Class Activities – You must be in class to get these points!
Grading Scale
90-100% = A

80-89% = B

70-79% = C

60-69% = D

59% and lower = F
Spring 2010 PSCI 210 & 216 Tutor
Boris Lezaic, b-lezaic@neiu.edu

The Learning Center, Library 4th Floor, Extension 4568

Mondays & Thursdays – 12 to 5

Academic Integrity

The following are the prohibited in accordance with the University’s Student Conduct Code

(http://www.neiu.edu/~DeanSt/survival/conduct.pdf):

Cheating: Use or attempted use of any unauthorized assistance in taking an exam, test, quiz, or other assignment. (Please note, cheating on exams includes all required University, state, and/or national assessment exams.)
Encouraging Academic Dishonesty: Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to persuade and/or influence another to violate the University’s rules, policies, and regulations governing academic integrity.

Fabrication: Deliberate falsification or design of any material or excerpt in an academic assignment or exercise.

Plagiarism: Appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and thoughts of another author and representation of them as one’s original work. This includes (1) paraphrasing another’s ideas or conclusions without acknowledgement; (2) lifting of entire paragraphs, chapters, etc. from another’s work; and (3) submission as one’s own work, any work prepared by another person or agency.



 





Journal Entry #_______
 

Week _____: _____________________________________

Source Date: _____________________________________

 
Source Information (Title, Date, Source):

Description of Coverage: 
 

Reaction:  

Tentative Course Schedule 

(Subject to change with prior notice.)

January 11 
Course Overview 
January 13
Chapter 1. Introducing Government in America 

January 18 
Chapter 2. The Constitution 





January 20 
Living Document Exercise





January 25
Chapter 3. Federalism 
 

January 27
Case Studies 
February 1 
Chapter 4. Civil Liberties & Public Policy 
February 3
Chapter 5. Civil Rights & Public Policy 
February 8
Exam Review 
February 10
Exam #1 
February 15
Chapter 6. Public Opinion and Political Action 
February 17
Chapter 7. The Mass Media and the Political Agenda 
February 22
Chapter 8. Political Parties 
February 24
Chapter 9. Campaigns & Voting Behavior
March 1
Chapter 10. Interest Groups 

March 3
Exam Review 
March 8
Exam #2 
March 10
Interest Group Presentation – Preparation

March 15
Interest Group Presentations 
March 17 
Interest Group Presentations
March 22&24
Spring Break
March 29
Chapter 11. Congress
March 31
Project Vote Smart

April 5
Chapter 12. The Presidency 

April 7
Presidency Video
April 12
Chapter 13. The Federal Bureaucracy

April 14
Centralia Case Study & Bureaucracies that Work

April 19
Chapter 14. The Federal Courts
April 21
Chapter 16. Social Welfare Policymaking
April 26

April 28
Exam Review
May 3 

Final Exam & Media Journal Due
Departmental Note

This course is part of the GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM at NEIU.  This sheet provides information about the Gen Ed Program, and function of this particular course in the Program.  The distribution area (FA, HU, SB, NS, MA) of this course is noted above.

In the General Education Program, the University identifies five areas in which students gain some general knowledge to enrich their lives and enhance their academic experience. Every undergraduate student must take courses from a list of designated courses in each of these areas. The knowledge gained in these courses will provide an academic foundation that will help prepare students for the major and minor course areas and will encourage students to become life-long learners in many different and divergent fields of study. Students are required to take a minimum of 39 credit hours of General Education courses and are encouraged to complete these courses during their first 75 hours of course work. Transfer students may fulfill General Education requirements with courses taken at other colleges or universities.

Distribution
Fine Arts FA 2 courses, 6 credit hours from two of the following areas of study:

Art, Mass Media & Theatre (in the CMT dept.), Music & Dance (in the Music dept.)

Humanities HU 3 courses, 9 credit hours from at least two of the following areas of

study:  Communication (in the CMT dept.), English, Foreign Languages and Literatures, Linguistics, Philosophy, Women's Studies (NOTE:  No more than two foreign language courses may be used to fulfill this requirement.)

Behavioral/Social Sciences SB 4 courses, 12 credit hours from at least two of

the following areas of study: African & African American Studies, Anthropology, Computer Science,  Economics, Geography & Environmental Studies, History, Justice Studies, Latino & Latin American Studies, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology

Natural Sciences NS 3 courses, 9 credit hours from at least two of the following

areas of study; one course must have a laboratory component: Biology, Chemistry,

Earth Science, Physics (NOTE:  If an FYE ANTH that counts as NS is taken, then only one Biology course may be used for NS)
Math/Quantitative Reasoning MA 1 course, a minimum of 3 credit hours, that has Intermediate Algebra as prerequisite OR is on the General Education List of Approved Courses. Any 3 hour college level math course, beyond Intermediate Algebra, meets this requirement.
The goal of the General Education Program is to assist students in developing the

following abilities & skills. This course provides a background in the indicated areas

(faculty member, please check all that apply):

· the ability to communicate both in writing and orally;

· the skills required to gather, analyze, document, and integrate information;

· an understanding of historical processes and cultural differences; aesthetic and literary sensitivity;

· an understanding of the modes of thought, concerns, and methodologies of the fine arts, the humanities, the social and behavioral sciences, and the natural sciences; and,

· the ability to use quantitative methods in the natural, social and behavioral sciences.
