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Table 8.2 Party Platforms, 2004

Although few people actually read party platforms, they are one of the best written sources for what the parties believe in. A brief summary of
some of the contrasting positions in the Democratic and Republican platforms of 2004 illustrates major differences in beliefs between the two

parties.
REPUBLICANS DEMOCRATS
The War in Iraq The War in Iraq

The best intelligence available at the time indicated that
Saddam Hussein was a threat. While the stockpiles of weapons
of mass destruction we expected to find in Iraq have not yet
materialized, we have confirmed that Saddam Hussein had the
capability to reconstitute his weapons programs and the desire
to do so. . . . President Bush had a choice to make: Trust a
madman or defend America. He chose defending America.

Fighting Terrorism
President Bush recognized that to overcome the dangers of our
time, America would have to take a new approach in the world.
That approach is marked by a determination to challenge

new threats, not ignore them, or simply wait for future tragedy—
and by a commitment to building a hopeful future in hopeless
places, instead of allowing troubled regions to remain in despair
and explode in violence.
Abortion

We say the unborn child has a fundamental individual right to
life that cannot be infringed.

Gay Marriage
We strongly support President Bush’s call for a constitutional
Amendment that fully protects marriage, and we believe that
neither federal nor state judges nor bureaucrats should force
states to recognize other living arrangements as equivalent to
marriage.

Health Care

We must attack the root causes of high health care costs by:
aiding small businesses in offering health care to their
employees; empowering the self-employed through access to
affordable coverage; putting patients and doctors in charge of
medical decisions; and reducing junk lawsuits and limiting
punitive damage awards that raise the cost of health care.

Taxes

We believe that good government is based on a system of limited
taxes and spending. . . . Our party endorses the president’s
proposals to make tax-relief permanent, so that families and
businesses can plan for the future with confidence.

Education

The President and Republicans in Congress recognize that
states and local communities are most directly responsible for
the quality of education in their schools. That is why the No
Child Left Behind Act stipulates that the states, not the federal
government, develop an accountability plan that will work best
for them.

People of good will disagree about whether America should have
gone to war in Iraq, but this much is clear: this administration
badly exaggerated its case, particularly with respect to weapons
of mass destruction and the connection between Saddam’s gov-
emment and Al Qaeda. This administration did not build a true
international coalition. Ignoring the advice of military leaders,
this administration did not send sufficient forces into Iraq to
accomplish the mission.

Fighting Terrorism

The Bush doctrine of unilateral preemption has driven away our
allies and cost us the support of other nations. With John Kerry
as Commander-in-Chief, we will never wait for a green light
from abroad when our safety is at stake, but we must enlist those
whose support we need for ultimate victory.

Abortion

We stand proudly for a woman’s right to choose, consistent with
Roe v. Wade, and regardless of ability to pay.

Gay Marriage

In our country, marriage has been defined at the state level for
200 years, and we believe it should continue to be defined
there. We repudiate President Bush’s divisive effort to politicize
our Constitution by pursuing a “Federal Marriage Amendment.”

Health Care

We believe that health care is a right and not a privilege. We
will offer individuals and businesses tax credits to make quality,
reliable health coverage more affordable. We will provide tax
credits to Americans who are approaching retirement age and
those who are between jobs so they can afford quality, reliable
coverage. We will expand coverage for low income adults
through existing federal-state health care programs.

Taxes

We must restore our values to our tax code. We want a tax code
that rewards work and creates wealth for more people, not a tax
code that hoards wealth for those who already have it. We
should set taxes for families making more than $200,000 a year
at the same level as in the late 1990s.

Education

Under Kerry and Edwards, we will offer high quality early
learning opportunities, smaller classes, more after school
activities, and more individualized attention for our
students. . . . The federal government will meet its financial
obligations for elementary and secondary education and for
special education.

Source: Excerpts from party platforms as posted on the websites of each organization.




