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Part Two People and Politics

Americans have traditionally welcomed
immigrants with open arms. However,
some immigrants have recently become
less welcome: those who are in the
country illegally. In states such as Texas

and California, where many illegal
immigrants from south of the border
reside, there is concern that providing

public services to these people is seri-
ously draining state resources. This
became the topic of heated debate when
Californians voted on Proposition 187
in 1994. Labeled by its proponents as
the ‘e our state-initiative,” this meas
ure sought to cut illegal immigrants off
from public services, such as the right of
their children to attend public schools,
and medical assistance for people with

low incomes. According to its advocates,
not only would Proposition 187 save the
state treasury, but it would also cut down
on the number of illegal immigrants—
many of whom, they argued, had come
mostly to take advantage of the free
goods offered in America.

Opponents replied that although
illegal immigration is surely a problem,
the idea of culting off public services
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Because illegal immigrants continue
to stream into the United States, this
issue remains a hot one. In 2004, the
Republican Party platform advocated
“strong workplace enforcement with
tough penalties against ecm ployees and
employers who violate immigration
laws.” In contrast, the Democratic Party
platform proposed that “Undocumented
immigrants within our borders who
clear a background check, work hard
and pay taxes should have a path to carn
full participation in America.” The

Republican platform called such a pro-
posal “amnesly” and argued that this
would “have the effect of encouraging

illegal immigration and would give an
unfair advantage to those who have bro-
ken our laws.”

What do you think? Do you think
tough approach is the way to go, or do

a

vou favor incorporating illegal immi-
grants who prove themselves worthy

into American society? What are the
advantages and disadvantages of each
approach?

A the superachievers of the minority majority. This is especially true in the case of edu-
» h cational attainment —49 percent of Asian Americans over the age of 25 hold a college

\ degree, almost twice the national average. As a result, their median family income has
already surpassed that of non-Hispanic Whites. Although still a very small minority
group, Asian Americans have had some notable political successes. In 1996, Gary
Locke (a Chinese American) was elected governor of Washington and in 2001 Norman
Mineta (a Japanese American) was appointed to be Secretary of Transportation.

Whereas Asian Americans are the best off of America’s minority groups, by far the
worst off is the one indigenous minority, known today as Native Americans. Before
Ituropeans arrived in America, 12 to 15 million Native Americans lived here. War and
discase reduced their numbers to a mere 210,000 by 1910. About 4 million Americans
currently list themselves as being of Native American heritage. Statistics show that
they are the least healthy, the poorest, and the least educated group in the American
melting pot. Only a handful of Native Americans have found wealth; even fewer have
found power. Some tribes have discovered oil or other minerals on their land and

have used these resources successfully. Other tribes have opened profitable casinos on
their native lands. Many Native Americans, though, remain economically and politi-
cally disadvantaged in American society. In the Dakotas, site of the largest Sioux reser-





