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I Metltods Of Organizing Your Essay

Now that you have nart gwcd lpur !o12ic and lbrniulated a thcsis. 1,ou knorv wlrat yclu ar.c goipg to write
about; orgalrizing your essay will help you delernrine how to write it. While u *""1l-forniuiatec.
sharpened thesis will give your essa)/ purpose and direction, careful structuring apd orga.ization will
ensure that every part of your essay works to support and develop that tliesis.

Ideas as we first conceive them may tumble in an improvised dance, but an essay needs the formality ofa beginning, a middle and an end. Organizing before yol write gives your ideas a structure to cling to; itallows you to articulate, analyze,and clarify your thoughts. If you devise some structure for ),our essay
before you begin to search for supporting evidence, you will be able to conduct a more effeciive and
directed scarch.

Organization (or reorganization) is a continuous process,,it goes on simultaneously with other activities,
such as narrou'ing your topic, forming your thesis statemen! and conducting your research. However,

----f611!iil oiga;i-'tiongenerallxinvolves buoeompo-qq4E:-d9leglluqggnqgtlo_d of orgartlzztio., fo, th"
essay, and drawing up an oufline which applies your ideas to that method.--

As you begin to plan your essay, give some thouglrt to the methods you will use to organize the
eviderce that will support your tlresis- You will rvant to choose nrethods wl1iclr ur" ,r1o-rt suitable to your
subject and the type of essay you have been assigned. Here are some principles of organizarion.

Chronological order:' 
Paragraphs separate the process or series of events irrto nra.ior stages, ( See also chronoloeY rvithir.r
p_alasraphs.)

Classification: -

*T::qrsrt"e4ryr rqlrf -'*Td qi@qr'l' bet*sseqql, ==:'.:s=
Paragraphs are arranged so that the most important point comes last, thus buildipg the essay,s- 
strength.

Cause and effect
Indicates cattsal relationships benveen tlrings and eveuts. Be caleful, 6owever. not to 'ristake
coincidence with causaliry. nor to disregard other possible causes. See the various pages that deal
with loglq

Comparison and contr:rst
Involves lining up related ideas fora detailed account of sirnilarities and differences. In this kind
of essay it is important to decide wliether you will be concentrating on similarities or differences.
In general- the more similar things are, the rnore you concentrate on the differe'ces, and vice
versa- If you are colttparing tu'o works by tlie same author. or t\^,o love poems, for example, what
will most interest you u'il l be the differences between thern, if you are comparing an Anglo-Saxon
riddle with a science fiction novel the differences will be obvious enough tliat you will r.,iant to

focus on the similarities.

Although one pattern should serve as the overall organizing framer.vork, your argument can benefit fiom
a combination of these strategies. For example, while the paragraphs may be Irranged in ascending

order of importance, within the paragraphs it is likely that you *iit ln.o.porate comparisons, causes,
classification or chronology- These principles apply to both the greater stiucture of the essav and each

individual idea.
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