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I D trAS- FQJL -Q&GANIZINC INFO RMATION

I . Ask 5'oursclf at the outset: what is the major point I would like to get
across? what arc the mosf convincing pieces of evidence I  have to
b:rck up rny point? Hou'can I  div ide these into sub-categories? what
arc nr)/  most intr iguing bi ts of inforrnat ion? Hou' do they rclatc to
cach o thcr : rnd  to  ruv  thes is?  In  l ,ha t  o rdern ,ou lc l  i t  make the  mo.s t
scnsc  {o  pu t  thcse  idcas? \ \  l ra t  i s  r r r . \ , ra t iona le  lb r  pu t t ing  m} ' i rJeas  in
this part icular ordcr? Is the re an<lthcr ;ross^iblc ordcr to put thesc
ideas  in?  Wl rv  d id  I  choose th is  u ,av  o f  o rgan iz ing  m-y  ideas  as
opposcd to an<lthcr u,ar '?

Llse di f ferent colored highl ighters to group together common ideas.
\ 'ou can use this mcthod on prcn,r i t ing or a rough draft-

Cotnc uJr vvi th sub-categories, and thcn usc a label ing sl ,stcrn f<l
idcnt i fv thc di l fcrcnt sub-cafcgories ci t l rcr in vour prcrvr i t ing or on
vour - r -oug l r  r l  l ' e f t .

[ - ise rvebbing or cluster ing to organize information--ei ther at the
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N{ake a scratch out l ine--ei ther of pren'r i t ing ideas or of ideas already
l ' r i t ten in rough dl 'af f  form to see hor.r , ideas might need to be re-
o l -gan ized-

. { t  the  rough dra l i  s tagc ,  under l inc  top ic  sentences  and then see i f  a l l
t l rc idcas in cach Jraragraph rcl lcct  the topic
sertencc- Also check to see i f  any of the topic sentences are actual ly
repet i f ions  o f  the  same ideas .  In  add i t ion ,  check  to  see i f  a l l  o f  1 ,our
points arc reprcsentcd. I f  not,  r ,ou probably necd to crcate another
top ic  sentcnce- -and another  paragraph.

F ina l l y ,  look  a t  the  order  o f  vour  top ic  sentences .  l s  th is  the  order  in
tvh ich  ) ,ou  H,an tyour  ma in  po in ts  to  appear  in  vour  paper?  Are  there
nice transi t ions bctx,ee n each paragraph?

ILc lncnrbcr ,  i f  1 ,ou  gc t  s tuck ,  \ 'ou  can a l * ,avs  go  bae k  and
FREEWRITE to  he lp  f ree  up  vour  thoughts  and c la r i f y  your
th ink ing-  -beause r r ' r i t ing  is  a  RECURSIVI l .  p rocess !
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