Introduction to American Politics

Political Science 101

Discussion Section Syllabus
Teaching Assistant: Mitzi Ramos 

Class Meeting Date: Fridays (10, 11, or 12)

Class Meeting Location: BSB 185 (Classroom) or BSB 4133 (Computer Lab)

Telephone: (312) 413-3434

E-mail: mramos8@uic.edu

Office Hour: Friday 1:00-2:00 – or – by appointment

Mailbox: Across BSB Room 1119 (Political Science Graduate Office)
Attendance – 10%

· Attendance sheet will be passed around at start of class for you to sign.

· If you come to class more than 10 minutes late, you will deducted ½ of your attendance points for that day.

· 6 - ½ absences or 3 full absences will result in a failing grade for the course.

Media Journal – 15% 

· 3 Ring Binder – or –  8.5 x 11 Spiral Notebook

· Does not have to be typed.

· Tracks media coverage of American politics.

· 1 or more entries per week.

· 2 “spot checks” during semester – Sep. 14 and Oct. 19.

· 15 entries total – but more are recommended. For example: compare the way different media sources cover the same event during a day or week.

	Journal Entry #1 – Mitzi Ramos – 10:00 Section 

Week 1 – Aug. 20-26

Source Date – Aug. 23, 2001

Media Source: WWW, Newspaper, Magazine, Radio, or Television 

1. Clipping with Heading – or – Source Information

2. Comments – Reaction to Event

3. Comments – Reaction to Media Coverage




Weekly Reaction Papers – 15%

· Due Monday at the START of class.

· No papers will be accepted during class or after class.

· No e-mails or faxes of your reaction paper will be accepted.

· Your paper must be a 1-2 page reaction of the readings and must be typed.

· The reaction will be based on the readings that will be done that week. Example: The reaction paper due Monday, Aug. 27 will cover the readings for that week (Declaration of Independence, US Constitution, and Federalist Papers No. 10).

· You will receive a 0 if your paper does not follow the style illustrated below and/or if it is covering the incorrect week. 

	John Smith

11:00 Section

TA: Mitzi Ramos

Chapter 2 –  Reaction Paper

1. Summary of Key Points in Readings

2. Things you found important or got out of the readings.

· 2 or more

· Clearly identified, concise, specific questions, observations, and/or reactions based on readings.




Political Film Paper – 10%

· You will sign-up to view a pair of political films.

· You must write a 5-8 page paper based on the questions listed on Dr. McKenzie’s Syllabus.

· You are responsible for renting the films and submitting your reviews by November 19. 

· In order to make sure copies of the films are available, it is recommended that you view these films earlier in the semester.

	Week 1 – Aug. 24
	Intro – Syllabus – Activity
	BSB 185

	Week 2 – Aug. 31
	US Constitution, Declaration of Independence, Federalist 10 
	BSB 4133

	Week 3 – Sep. 7
	Federalism
	BSB 185

	Week 4 – Sep. 14
	Structural Foundations – Bring Media Journals
	BSB 4133

	September 17 – Midterm #1

	Week 5 – Sep. 21
	Public Opinion
	BSB 4133

	Week 6 – Sep. 28
	Media, Interest Groups, Corporations
	BSB 185

	Week 7 – Oct. 5
	Social Movements and Political Parties
	BSB 4133

	Week 8 – Oct. 12
	Participation, Voting, Elections
	BSB 4133

	October 15 – Midterm #2

	Week 9 – Oct. 19
	Government and Politics – Bring Media Journals
	BSB 4133

	Week 10 – Oct. 26
	Presidents
	BSB 4133

	Week 11 – Nov. 2
	Federal Bureaucracies
	BSB 185

	Week 12 – Nov. 9
	Courts
	BSB 4133

	Week 13 – Nov. 16
	Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
	BSB 4133

	Week 15 – Nov. 30
	Domestic and Foreign Policy
	BSB 4133

	December 3 – Final


Note: Rooms are subject to change with prior notice. 

