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Course Overview
Welcome to the LARES Summer Bridge Program at UIC! Designed to give you some experience and instruction in how to succeed in college level reading and writing, the goals of this program are: 

· To help you improve your abilities to read difficult texts, and to practice strategies for understanding difficult material; 

· To improve your writing abilities so that you can succeed at college level writing; 

· To acclimate you to the expectations and challenges of college. 

No matter what your major is, all of your courses in college will ask you to read and write at a very high level. Being able to do this will be critical to your success.

As you probably already know, there are many differences between college and high school. You will have more freedom. You will have classes less often, and you will be asked to do a lot more reading and writing for homework. Another difference between high school and college is the level of the work. Your professors will ask you to read more challenging books and to write well-organized, grammatically correct, and intellectually sophisticated analytical papers. This course will help you build the skills you need to meet these new challenges. We have no doubt that you are all smart enough to do extremely well in college. But it does take work. No matter how much you struggle, if you continue to work on your reading and writing, and if you are willing to take responsibility for your learning, you will succeed.

Remember, your acceptance at UIC is contingent upon successful completion of the LARES Summer Bridge Program. Keep this in mind as you focus on improving your reading and writing skills during the next six weeks. 

In order to improve our reading, writing, and thinking skills we must have an intellectual project. Our overarching theme for this course is “Resistance and Counter-narratives.” As you embark on your college career, the most important skill you will need is the ability to look at information you receive from many different angles and points of view.  Our goal in using this theme is to enlarge and complicate our understandings of these terms, particularly in the context of critical analysis. We will take time to examine the ways in which different narratives are created, from many angles and points of view, including those of resistance.  

We live in a complicated and diverse society. It is important if we are to articulate and understand our own experiences to be able to recognize and analyze the forces that shape them. It is equally important to be able to generate responses to these forces - this is a form of resistance. It is also the creation of counter-narrative. As we progress through the readings and writings this summer, questions will surface for discussion. As with most college level questions, your answers will be complex and elusive. You will not be asked to find one correct answer to any of these questions. Instead, we will endeavor to meditate on these issues, to investigate and probe them, and to use our writing as a way to think about them.

Attendance

WRITING IS A PROCESS, and this class is designed to aid you in that process. If you do not attend regularly and participate, the process will be interrupted and consequently less effective. Therefore, you are expected to: 

· Attend ALL classes;

· Be on time for classes;

· Work to improve your skills in reading and writing;

· Complete all assigned papers by the given due date; 

· Participate actively in class discussions & writing workshops (…this is required and expected).

This course is a non-credit course and does not contribute to your final UIC GPA. This offers all of us a rare opportunity to focus on conversation about and meaningful feedback on your writing and class performance rather than only on a final letter grade. We will give you extensive comments on all of your written work, in addition to which you will have ample opportunity to become adept at giving and receiving feedback from your peers. These experiences will allow you to become a more careful and critical reader of your own writing, so that the writing you eventually do for your UIC classes will be the result of your own skilled editing & revision. 

Writing Projects
* Daily Prompts
Each class will begin with a brief writing exercise. These will be based on readings, discussions, or ideas being addressed in the course. They may also be pre-drafting exercises for the larger writing project in progress, and sometimes you will be asked to prepare them in advance of class so that they may be used as discussion tools.

* Weekly Writing Projects
You will be expected to write a poem in addition to three longer papers. As with all college papers, your work must be typed, double-spacing with one-inch margins and a 12-point font. Your work should be meticulously proofread, and free of careless spelling and grammar errors. When reading them, I will be looking for depth of thought and analysis, clarity and development of ideas, and attention given to elements of structure, content, and style. You will have the opportunity to revise each paper with a peer, and meet with me to answer any questions or concerns you may have.  

Papers are to be handed in at the BEGINNING of class on the day that they are due.

Late papers WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED … Do not bother asking!

Paper #1: Poems (Draft Due: 06/28, Graded Copy Due: 07/06)

Paper #2: Immigration Narrative (Draft Due: 07/06, Graded Copy Due: 07/12)
Paper #3: Literacy Narrative (Draft Due: 07/12, Graded Copy Due: 07/19)
Paper #4: Critical Film Analysis (Draft Due: 07/19, Graded Copy Due: 07/26)
* Writing Portfolio 
No matter what your major is, each of you will be required by UIC to take a full year of English composition courses. These courses will require you to display proficiency in reading, writing, and thinking skills. The culminating project of these courses is the completion of a writing portfolio. The portfolio will contain final copies of the papers completed in the course. UIC will evaluate this portfolio according to their standards for reading, writing and thinking. No matter what your grade in the course is, you must pass this final portfolio evaluation to receive credit for the course. Therefore, the LARES Summer Bridge Program also requires you to compile a portfolio of your final papers in preparation for performing this task in UIC’s English composition courses.

Participation

* Group/Individual Presentation
Each student is required to lead class discussion (see Tentative Schedule for your presentation information). The day of your presentations, you must come to class with notes on the readings, any background information you may want to share, and at least five open-ended questions per leader / per reading. 

Please Note: Open-ended questions require more than YES / NO responses… challenge your classmates…

* Discussion Etiquette

You will be exposed to different cultures, opinions, and views throughout your years in academia. Though you may agree or disagree with what you hear, you must respect different points of view. You are free to challenge or critique what other say, but there must be respect… No one’s opinion is “stupid” … It is just different … please be open-minded & show mutual respect.
Odds & Ends

* Academic Resources
There are many resources to help you succeed in this summer program and at UIC as a whole. LARES is an excellent resource for students. We will also work with the UIC Writing Center (Douglas Hall – First Floor). We highly recommend using the Writing Center regularly to continue to develop your writing skills.

In addition, we are also dedicated to helping you improve your writing. Feel free to discuss your work, your ideas, and any difficulties you are having with us after class, or via email.

* Plagiarism
Using, borrowing, or stealing someone else’s ideas and claiming them as your own is against the law. It is also punishable by expulsion from the university. Don’t do it. 

* Cell Phones
If you must bring your cell phones to class, please make sure they are turned off. You are here to read, write, and discuss literature… not disrupt the class with your personal phone calls.  This will count negatively towards your participation because of its disruptive nature. 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

Please note that all readings are to be done in advance of the day on which they appear!

WEEK ONE 

Assignment for Week #1:  Poem (Typed Draft Due: Monday, June 28)

6/22
T
Ice-Breaker / Introduction / Syllabus / MR Poem Presentation 

Poems:  Jimmy Santiago Baca, Julia Alvarez & Luis Urrea 

Presenter:  Mitzi Ramos (9:00 & 10:30) 

6/23     W
In-Class Essay:  Entrance Diagnostic / Continuation of M.R. Poem Presentation 

6/24    Th 
Poems:  Sandra Cisneros, Lorna Dee Cervantes & Ana Castillo



Presenters:  (9:00)



Presenters: (10:30)

WEEK TWO

Assignment for Week #2:  Immigration Narrative (Typed Draft Due: Tuesday, July 6)

6/28     M
**Poem Draft Due** 
6/29      T
Santiago Baca: Excerpt from A Place to Stand 

Presenters: (9:00)

Presenters: (10:30)

6/30     W
Cisneros: Introduction to The House on Mango Street 

Anzaldua: “How to Tame a Wild Tongue”

Presenter: (9:00)

Presenter: (10:30)

7/1     Th
Writing Workshop: Read Poem to Class / Provide 1+ Comment/Reaction Per Poem.

WEEK 3

Assignment for Week #3: Literacy Narrative (Typed Draft Due: Monday, July 12)
7/5    M         
DAY OFF
7/6     T 
**Poem Due**

**Immigration Narrative Draft Due**



Suro: “Children of the Future “



Presenter: (9:00)



Presenter: (10:30)

7/7     W
Nathan: Women and Other Aliens



Los Tigres del Norte: Corrido – “Jaula de Oro”



Cisneros: “No Speak English”



Presenter: (9:00)



Presenter: (10:30)

7/8   Th
Writing Workshop: Literacy Narrative – Small Group Author’s Chair

WEEK 4

Assignment for Week #4:  Film Essay (Typed Draft Due Monday, July 19)
7/12
M
**Immigration Narrative Due**



**Literacy Narrative Draft Due**
Film Presentation: Bread and Roses 

7/13
T
Readings: Reviews of Bread and Roses 



Presenters:  (9:00)



Presenters:  (10:30)

7/14
W
TBA: Other readings…

7/15    Th 
Reading: Selections from Cintron: Angel’s Town

Presenters:  (9:00)

Presenters: (10:30)

Writing Workshop:  Group-Sharing: Different Paper Topics Being Pursued

Work on Film Papers (Individual Work)

WEEK 5
Assignment for Week #5:  Continue Editing/Polishing Film Paper (Due: Monday, July 26)

7/19
M
**Literacy Narrative Due**
**Film Essay Draft Due**

Presentation:  English Professor Ralph Cintron:  Angel’s Town
7/20
T
Articles:
Presenters:  (9:00)

Presenters: (10:30)

7/21     W
Articles:

Presenters:  (9:00)

Presenters: (10:30)

7/22    Th 
Writing Workshop: Bring 3 Copies of Film Paper for Peer Review & Instructor Meeting

WEEK 6

Assignment for Week 6:  Finish Tweaking/Editing Portfolios: Computer Lab

7/26     M
**Film Essay Due**

7/27
T
Writing Workshop: Bring 2 Copies of Portfolio Material / Small Group Editorial Rotations

7/28
W
In-Class Essay Writing: Exit Diagnostic 

7/29    Th
**Portfolio Due: Poem, Immigration Narrative, Literacy Narrative & Film Essay 
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