Introduction to American Politics

Political Science 101

Discussion Section Syllabus
Teaching Assistant: Mitzi Ramos 

Class Meeting Date: Fridays (10, 11, or 12)

Class Meeting Location: Class Room: BSB 187 (10&12), BSB 185 (11)

      Computer Lab: BSB 4133 (Computer Lab)

Telephone: 413-3434 (Office) or 996-3356 (LARES)
   E-mail: mramos8@uic.edu

Office Hour: LARES (SSB): (M) 12:30– 3:00,  (W) 12:30-5:30; BSB 1177 (F) 1:00-2:00

Mailbox: Across BSB Room 1119 (Political Science Graduate Office)

Attendance/Participation – 10%

· Attendance sheet will be passed around at the beginning of each class. It is your responsibility to sign-in – failure to do so will result in an absence.

· If you come to class more than 10 minutes late, you will be deducted ½ of your attendance points for that day.

· Six ½ absences or 3 absences will result in a failing grade for the course.

· A failing grade will also be issued to students who do not participate in class assignments and activities – regardless of attendance record. 

Media Journal – 15% 

· 3 Ring Binder, Spiral Notebook, Report Covers

· Do not have to be typed – However, if I can’t read your handwriting, and the presentation is sloppy – points will be deducted. 

· Track media coverage of American politics – anything political is fair game.

· 2 or more entries per week.

· 2 “spot checks” during semester – Feb. 1st and March 1st.

· 30+ entries total – but more are recommended. For example: compare the way different media sources cover the same event during a day or week.

	Journal Entry #1 – Your Name – 10:00 Section

Week 1 – Aug. 20-26

Source Date – Aug. 23, 2001

Media Source: WWW, Newspaper, Magazine, Radio, or Television
Internet, Newspaper, or Magazine Source Information: 

Clipping with Article Heading (including source info.) – Do not include entire article.

* OR *

Radio or Television Source Format:

Source Information (date, time, program…) & Description of Content.

          Comments – Reaction to Event

          Comments – Reaction to Media Coverage



Weekly Reaction Papers – 15%

· Due Monday at the START of class.

· No papers will be accepted during class.

· No e-mails or faxes of your reaction paper will be accepted.

· Your paper must be a 1-2 page reaction of the readings and must be typed.

· The reaction will be based on the readings that will be done that week. Example: The reaction paper due Monday, Jan. 14 will cover the readings for that week (Chapter 2: The Constitution).

· You will receive a 0 if your paper does not follow the style illustrated below and/or if it is covering the incorrect week. 

· You will receive a 0 grade – no exceptions – if you do not put your SECTION TIME & MY NAME on your work.

	John Smith

11:00 Section

TA: Mitzi Ramos

Chapter 2: The Constitution –  Reaction Paper

Summary of Key Points in Readings (2+ paragraphs)

What were the major points, concepts, definitions…

What was the major theme(s) of the chapter…

Reaction to the Reading (1+ paragraph)

What was your reaction to the contents in the chapter?

What did you get out of the reading?

· 2+ BULLETTED/NUMBERED:

· Statements, Questions, Observations, and/or Reactions.




Political Film Paper – 10%

· You will sign-up to view a pair of political films – must turn in paper based on films you selected or your letter grade will drop 20%.

· You must write a 5-8 page typed paper (more info will be given later).

· You are responsible for renting the films and submitting your reviews by April 15

· In order to make sure copies of the films are available, it is recommended that you view these films earlier in the semester.

	Week 1 – Jan. 11
	Intro – Syllabus – Activity
	BSB 185/7

	Week 2 – Jan. 18
	US Constitution – Begin Journal Entries
	BSB 4133

	Week 3 – Jan. 25
	Federalism
	BSB 185/7

	Week 4 – Feb. 1
	Exam Review – Bring Books and Media Journals 
	BSB 185/7

	Monday, February 4 – Midterm #1

	Week 5 – Feb. 8
	Interest Group Research Assignments Distributed
	BSB 4133

	Week 6 – Feb. 15
	Interest Groups Presentations
	BSB 185/7

	Week 7 – Feb. 22
	Interest Group Presentations
	BSB 185/7

	Week 8 – March 1
	Exam Review – Bring Books and Media Journals
	BSB 185/7

	Monday, March 4 – Midterm #2

	Week 9 – March 8
	Congress:  Project Vote Smart Project
	BSB 4133

	Week 10 – March 15
	Presidents
	BSB 185/7

	Week 11 – Spring Break – March 18-22

	Week 12 – March 29
	Federal Bureaucracies
	BSB 185/7

	Week 13 – April 5
	Courts & Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
	BSB 4133

	Week 14 – April 12
	Domestic and Foreign Policy
	BSB 4133

	Week 15 – April 19
	No Class 

	Week 16 – April 26
	Exam Review – Bring Books – Media Journals Due
	BSB 185/7

	Finals Week


Note: Rooms are subject to change with prior notice. 

