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Political Science 101: American National Government

Fall 2000, Friday Discussion Group Syllabus


	Mitzi Ramos, Teaching Assistant

Office: BSB Room 1129 (Blue Floors)
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Office Hours: Friday, 1:00-2:00 - or - by appointment
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URL: http://members.tripod.lycos.com/mitzi-ramos/index.htm 




Course Outline: Friday discussion sessions will recap and elaborate on material presented in class lectures. Discussions will stem from lectures, new information pertaining to the week's topic, assigned textbook readings, and supplementary readings.

Attendance: Because this is a Discussion Section attendance is important!  If you are not in class, you cannot participate; if you do not participate, you will not get a passing grade. If you plan to be absent, you must let me know beforehand (documentation is required). Only one excused absence is allowed.

Participation Points: 60% of your final grade will come from class discussion. Every time you participate in discussion, you receive a participation point. In the end of the semester, points will be broken down into letter grades. Since this class is based on discussion, respect is of the utmost importance!! If you are discourteous, disrespectful, or mocking, minus points are given. In addition, if you are not paying attention or are being disruptive, participation points are deducted. If you do not participate, I will randomly call on individuals to participate. No participation points will be given in this case. 

Where shyness is a personal trait and characteristic of some people, shyness will not be accepted as an excuse for keeping quite. Those who feel they cannot participate in discussion should not be in this class.  However, if you have a documented learning disabilities, other participation points options can be discussed. 

Class Assignments: The remaining 40% of your final grade will be based on:

· 2 Individual Presentations (10%)

· 2 Group Presentations (10%)

· 1 Political Journal with 14 Weekly Questions and/or Points of View (10%)
· 4 Internet Exercises (10%)

Maintaining an "A": To maintain a passing grade, students need to: 1.)  Review class notes before Friday's discussion session, 2.)  Read the week's assigned readings, and 3.) Keep up with political current affairs. Students are also required to: 1.) Complete Individual and Group Presentations, 2.) Maintain political journals, and 3.) Complete Internet exercises. 

Each student is encouraged to facilitate, as well as contribute, to the areas of the course under discussion. In order to achieve this open flow of ideas and communication, each student begins the semester with an "A" participation grade. If you follow the steps listed above, you will maintain this grade.

Late Work: Late work will not be accepted.  Extensions are not an option. Because the assignments are relatively simple, and because enough time is provided to achieving these tasks, extensions are not an option. Late work will also effect the participation portion of your grade. If you are not prepared for class, you will not be able to productively participate in discussions. 
Academic Dishonestly - includes, but is not limited to: giving or receiving unauthorized aid in assignment or exams, plagiarism, tampering with grades, or other academic irregularities. Academic dishonesty is against university policy and will be subject to disciplinary procedures!
Writing Center Online Tutoring:  http://www.uic.edu/depts/writing
Click on Work on Your Writing Online
If you have trouble grasping the material, need additional help,

 or have any concerns whatsoever about this course, please feel free talk to me!
Syllabus subject to change with prior notice.
