University of Illinois in Chicago

Political Science 101: American Government

Spring 2001

	Mitzi Ramos, Lecturer

Office: Behavioral Science Building, Room 1143 (Blue Floors)

Office Telephone: (312) 413-3434

Office Hours: Thursday, 5:00–6:00 – or – by appointment

Mailbox:  Across Room 1119 (Graduate Office)

E-mail: mramos8@uic.edu

URL:  http://members.tripod.lycos.com/mitzi-ramos/index.htm




Required Textbooks:

Introduction to American Government, Richard Johnson and Gerald Strom 

21 Debated Issues in American Politics, Gregory M. Scott and Loren Gatch

Course Objective:

Since this class consists of both lecture and discussion, I have devised a schedule that will meet both requirements. During the first part of class, I will present a discussion based on the topic at hand; I will introduce differing points of view, pro/con arguments, and different discussions related to the week’s topic. The second part of the class will be dedicated to small group discussions and activities.  During these discussions, you will not only be given the opportunity to share your thoughts on a political topic with others in the class, you will also be given activities which will enhance your understanding – and hopefully your appreciation - of politics. 

Attendance:

In order to successfully pass this class, you need to come to each session. You will be given three excused absences. Therefore, save those days so you can use them when you are actually sick and need them. On the fourth absence, points will be deducted from your attendance grade.  

NOTE: I will be taking attendance before each class. If you come after attendance has been taken, you must see me after class to let me know you were present. If you fail to do this, you will be marked absent.

Political Journal:

You are expected to maintain a political journal, which will be due April 26. In these journals, you will be required to log 14 entries, one for each week beginning January 16. These entries consist of two-to- three sentences dealing with any topic related to politics, and can stem from class discussion or something you saw on television, read in the paper, saw on the Internet, or heard on the radio. Each entry will be worth 5 points, and must be cited. In order to make sure you are maintaining your political journal, I will randomly call on you to share your comments with the class. This will be worth 30 points, so make sure you always bring your journal to class. At the end of the semester, type our your journals, and submit those pages to be graded; this will range from 2 to 3 pages.
Example of Journal entry:

	January 4 – Chicago Sun Times

I cannot believe George Bush appointed Linda Chavez to head the Labor Department. Her profile reads as though she is pro- civil rights, equal employment opportunity, and affirmative action, yet I once heard her speak at WIU and she stated being against all these programs and would encourage the elimination of them. For those who do not know this, they would think she was pro-minority; however, that is far from the truth.


Exams:

Three essay exams will be given this semester. They will consist of two long essay question (25 points each), and five short essay questions (10 points each).  These questions will come directly from class lectures, small group discussions and activities, and class readings. A week before each exam, I will be handing out study guides to help you prepare. This is why it is important that you take good notes, participate in group activities, and keep up with your readings. 

Participation

When you are broken down into smaller groups, you will be given various assignments to complete in class. From these discussions, you have the potential of earning 100 points. These points are guaranteed so long as you do not exceed your three excused absences, and actively participate in the given assignment. No points will be earned if I do not observe you participating in these small group discussions and activities.

Group Presentation

During Week 11 (April 3 and 5), we will be doing Interest Group Presentations. Group assignments and more information will be provided March 6.  For now, begin to think of topics you are interested in researching. Past topics have included: gun control, death penalty, marijuana legalization, and abortion.

Papers

There will be two papers due for this class. Both papers will require you to go to Project Vote Smart on the Internet (www.vote-smart.org). These papers are short (2 to 3 pages). One deals with your US Representative and Campaign Finance Contributions and Voting Records (due February 1), the other paper deals with your IL Representative and interest group ratings based on the Reps voting pattern (due March 1). More information will be provided in the coming weeks. 

Grading

	Attendance
             100 points

Group Presentation
 100 points

Journal
             100 points

Participation

 100 points

Exams (3)
             300 points

Short Papers (2)
 200 points
Total Points:              900 points




	A (90% - 100%)  = 806 - 900

B (80% - 89%)    = 716 - 805

C (70% - 79%)    = 626 - 715

D (60% - 69%)    = 536 - 625

F (59% - 0%)       = 535 – 0




	Week 1
	Jan. 9 & 11
	Introduction/Decisions, Decision Making, and Politics

	
	
	

	Week 2
	Jan. 16 & 18
	The Constitution Decision

	
	
	Begin Political Journals

	
	
	

	Week 3
	Jan. 23 & 25
	Federalism

	
	
	

	Week 4
	Jan. 30 & Feb.1
	The Congress

	
	Feb. 1
	US Representative Paper Due

	
	
	

	Week 5
	Feb. 6
	Affirmative Action Simulation

	
	Feb. 8
	Exam #1

	
	
	

	Week 6
	Feb. 13 & 15
	The Presidency

	
	
	

	Week 7
	Feb. 20 & 22
	The Judiciary

	
	
	

	Week 8
	Feb. 37 & March 1
	Bureaucracy and Bureaucrats

	
	March 1
	IL Representative Paper Due

	
	
	

	Week 9
	March 6
	Political Agenda

	
	March 8
	Exam #2

	

	

	March 12 - 16, Spring Break

	

	

	Week 10
	March 20 & 22
	Public Opinion and the Media

	
	
	

	Week 11
	March 27 & 29
	Interest Groups

	
	
	

	Week 12
	April 3 & 5
	Group Presentations

	
	
	

	Week 13
	April 10 & 12
	Political Parties

	
	
	

	Week 14
	April 17& 19
	Electoral Decision Making

	
	
	

	Week 15
	April 24
	Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

	
	April 26
	Exam #3 (Not Comprehensive)

Political Journals Due


On advice not all that helpful

“Well, I do not know. I thought I did well—but then maybe I didn’t. So I don’t know.  I leave it up to the Senator here. He’s got it figured out. I can’t divulge it, though. I feel good about that, I really do.”

George Bush when asked what advice he would give Senator Bob Dole on debating Bill Clinton.

“People don’t want handouts! People want hand jobs!”

Connecticut Governor William O’Neill at a 1999 political rally.

The Stupidest Things Ever Said by Politicians, Ross and Kendra Petras (1999).
Syllabus subject to change with prior notice.
